
UAB ANESTHESIOLOGY AND
STATE SOCIETY CELEBRATE THEIR
60TH ANNIVERSARIES

UAB’s Department of Anesthesiology
turns 60 years old this year and will host 
a program on June 21 to commemorate
the occasion with the participation of the
Alabama State Society of Anesthesiolo-
gists (ASSA), which also is celebrating its
60th anniversary. 

Former UAB Professor of Anesthesiol-
ogy J. Gerald (Jerry) Reves, MD, vice
president for Medical Affairs and dean,
College of Medicine at the Medical Uni-
versity of South Carolina, will speak at
the event to be held on the ninth floor 
of Jefferson Tower. 

Other former faculty members on the
program include former Chair Simon Gel-
man, MD, PhD, for whom an endowed

professorship is named, and Alfred Habeeb,
MD, for whom an endowed chair is named.
Dr. Gelman is chair emeritus of Brigham
and Women’s Hospital’s Department of
Anesthesiology, Perioperative and Pain
Medicine and the Leroy D. Vandam
/Benjamin G. Covino Distinguished Pro-
fessor of Anesthesia at Harvard Medical
School. Dr. Habeeb, a founder of the
ASSA, retired after a distinguished career
at UAB and in private practice. 

Another UAB faculty member among the
society’s founders was Alice McNeal, MD,
(1896-1964) who joined the new medical
center in 1946 as chief anesthesiologist and
chaired the department from its creation in
1948 until 1961. She was the first female
chair of a university anesthesiology depart-
ment in the United States.

Other participants in the program are
Keith A. (Tony) Jones, MD, chair, UAB’s
Department of Anesthesiology; Senior
Vice President for Medicine and Dean of
the School of Medicine Robert R. Rich,
MD; and Ralph B. Fillmore, MD, ASSA
president.

CLINICAL PROTEOMICS LAB
OFFERS SERVICES TO ADVANCE
BIOMARKER DISCOVERY

Early stage disease detection, the
ability to predict and monitor physio-
logical responses to therapy, and iden-
tification of novel drug targets are
critical points on the path to improved
outcomes for patients with cancers and
other conditions.

With a goal of unraveling the com-
plex actions and interactions of proteins,
the budding field of clinical proteomics
holds tremendous promise for discovery
of drug targets and noninvasive diagnos-
tic and prognostic biomarkers. 

Infrastructure Investment
By establishing the Urologic and Clin-

ical Proteomics Facility, UAB is investing
in infrastructure that can rapidly catalog
and quantify proteins and increase the
pace of biomarker discovery. 

The laboratory is the only such facil-
ity within a division of urology in the
nation, says its director, medicinal
chemist James A. Mobley, PhD, who
also directs the Clinical Proteomics Pro-
gram at UAB’s Comprehensive Cancer
Center (CCC).

The facility combines the latest tools
in mass spectrometry and small mole-
cule discovery with animal and cellular
models and samples from large tumor
and biological fluid banks to facilitate
in-depth systems biology-based over-
views of disease. 
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ANESTHESIOLOGY
continued from page 1

Clinical Librarian A. J. Wright, MLS, as-
sociate professor and director, Section on
the History of Anesthesia, is program chair.
For more information or to register, go to
http://www.anes.uab.edu/SixtyYears.htm. 

VETTER NAMED TO ALBIN
PROFESSORSHIP IN
ANESTHESIOLOGY

The University of Alabama System
Board of Trustees has appointed Thomas
R. Vetter, MD, MPH, the inaugural recip-
ient of the Maurice S. Albin Endowed
Professorship in Anesthesiology. 

Dr. Vetter is associate professor of anes-
thesiology and director of the Division of
Pain Treatment in the UAB Department of
Anesthesiology.

Prior to joining UAB last year he was
medical director of the Riley Pain Center
and director of the Anesthesia Pain Medi-
cine Services at Riley Hospital for Chil-
dren at the Indiana University School of
Medicine, Indianapolis. He has researched,
published, and lectured widely on adult
and pediatric pain topics. He also has
served as a member of the FDA Anes-
thetic and Life Support Drugs Advisory
Committee.

Dr. Vetter earned his undergraduate
degree from Oberlin College, Ohio, his
medical degree from the Ohio State Uni-
versity College of Medicine, Columbus,
and his MPH in Healthcare Outcomes
Research and Management from the
Rollins School of Public Health at Emory
University in 2007.

Dr. Albin is a pioneer in the subspecialty
of neuroanesthesia and has held numerous
leadership positions in the field. His basic
research, which includes several seminal
findings, has been widely published. He
also has served as a consultant to the NIH
and an editor or consultant reviewer for

several scientific journals. He has many
other interests and is well known for his
writings on Civil War medicine and the
history of anesthesia.

Prior to joining UAB in 2001 as profes-
sor of anesthesiology, Dr. Albin was on
the faculties of Case-Western Reserve
University, Cleveland, Ohio, and the uni-
versities of Michigan, Pittsburgh, and
Texas.

During World War II, he served in the
European theater of operations as a com-
bat medic with an infantry unit.

MEDICAL SCIENCE TRAINEE WINS
AMA FOUNDATION SEED GRANT

The American Medical Association
(AMA) Foundation recently awarded
Yawar Qadri, a graduate student in the
medical scientist training program at UAB,
a $2500 seed grant. 

The grant will allow Qadri, using com-
putational techniques, to explore potential
small molecule drugs that might inhibit
acid-sensing ion channels 1 (ASIC1) in
neurons. These ion channels are partially
responsible for the loss of brain cells dur-
ing a stroke and are important in pain sen-
sation and learning.

“Our hope is that a person experiencing
a stroke can be given a drug that will keep
the neurons alive and functioning,” he
says.

Qadri, who received his undergraduate
degree from the College of New Jersey in

Trenton, conducts his research in the lab-
oratory of Dale J. Benos, PhD, chair of
the Department of Physiology and Bio-
physics.

The foundation is AMA’s main philan-
thropic arm. This year its seed grant pro-
gram made awards to 47 medical students,
physician residents, and fellows to further
their basic or applied science research. For
more information about the AMA Founda-
tion, visit www.amafoundation.org. 

UAB STUDENTS AWARDED
FULBRIGHT SCHOLARSHIPS

Shelton W. Wright, a third-year student
in the School of Medicine, and biology
undergraduate Christina P. Ho recently
received Fulbright Scholarships.

Wright will study the potential of T-
regulatory cells to decrease gastrointesti-
nal inflammation caused by Helicobacter
pylori infection, combining laboratory 
research at the Pontificia Universidad
Catolica de Chile (PUC) with fieldwork. 

“H pylori can lead to gastric cancer, which
is a leading cause of cancer-related death in
Chile,” Wright says. “Most Chileans are in-
fected with H pylori at a young age, in con-
trast to the United States, where this
infection in children is rare. However, af-
fected children do not tend to have ulcera-
tion or even symptoms to the same degree
as adults, so studying their immune system
may provide a better clue about preventing
long-term problems of infection in adults.”

Phillip D. Smith, MD, professor, Divi-
sion of Gastroenterology and Hepatology,
is Wright’s mentor and principal investiga-
tor on the study. Pediatric gastroenterolo-
gist Paul R. Harris, MD, former Children’s
Hospital fellow and now associate profes-
sor of pediatrics and director of the PUC
pediatric gastroenterology department, will
be monitor.

Ho’s research award will take her to
Vietnam to investigate possible explana-
tions for the country’s continually rising
tuberculosis (TB) infection rates. She will
study medical waste handling practices in
hospitals and TB prevalence. She will col-
lect waste samples from Haiphong Med-
ical University Hospital and Institute of
TB and Lung Disease in Hanoi, test the
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toxicity of the waste through cell culture,
and determine if there is a correlation be-
tween medical waste management and TB
distribution.

CLINICAL PROTEOMICS
continued from page 1

“The lab’s goal is to work with clinicians
to generate a truly translational, effective
approach to biomarker discovery,” he says.

Lab scientists perform a variety of pro-
teomics-based analyses to complement
many basic research approaches, includ-
ing protein profiling of tissues and bio-
logical fluids, high-throughput protein
identification from two-dimensional gel
electrophoresis, and liquid chromatogra-
phy-mass spectrometry analysis of protein
complexes. By optimizing plug-and-play
instrumentation to perform rapid analysis,
the lab is able to offer services at highly
competitive prices. 

In their collaborations with investiga-
tors around campus proteomics lab scien-
tists have: identified potential markers of a

human papilloma virus strain that is pref-
erentially expressed in African Americans,
found a set of markers in urine that can
distinguish pancreatitis from pancreatic
cancer, and uncovered protein changes in
cystic fibrosis models that may provide
clues to disease dysregulation.

“A primary goal for the lab is providing
the most cost-effective proteomics analy-
sis in the nation,” Dr. Mobley says, noting
that some services are available at no cost
to CCC investigators. “Our collaborative

group is available to help clinicians design
and optimize experiments,” he says.

Mapping the human proteome presents
scientists with significant technical chal-
lenges. Processing and interpreting the
data – by some estimates, as much as 10
times that involved in the Human Genome
Project – requires advanced, integrated
high-throughput techniques and instru-
mentation. 

“Mass spectometry technology has
evolved and now allows sensitive and ro-
bust observation and analysis of protein
expression profiles,” Dr. Mobley says.
Processing speed also has improved and
scientists can now analyze thousands of
samples in a weekend. 

For more information about the labora-
tory and its services visit the Web site at
www.urology.uab.edu/urologyresearch or
contact Dr. Mobley at jim.mobley@ccc
.uab.edu or 205.996.6363. 

WOODWORTH JOINS SURGICAL
OTOLARYNGOLOGY

Fay Fletcher Kerner Professor and Chair
of Surgery Kirby I. Bland, MD, and Glenn
E. Peters, MD, John S. Odess Chair in Oto-
larynology-Head and Neck Cancer, an-
nounce the appointment of Bradford A.
Woodworth, MD, as assistant professor of
surgery in the Division of Otolaryngology-
Head and Neck Surgery.

Dr. Woodworth received his MD degree
from Tulane University School of Medi-
cine. He completed his otolaryngology
residency at Medical University of South
Carolina in Charleston, where he was hon-
ored with numerous awards for scientific
research and teaching. He comes to UAB
from the University of Pennsylvania, where
he recently completed a fellowship devoted
to treatment of advanced sinus disease and
the minimally invasive treatment of cere-
brospinal fluid leaks and sinus and skull
base tumors. 

Dr. Woodworth has authored more than
30 journal articles and book chapters on
sinus and nasal topics. His primary re-
search interest is study of the pathophysi-
ology of chronic sinusitis, and his clinical
interests are the medical and surgical treat-
ment of advanced sinus disease, repair of

cerebrospinal fluid leaks, and endoscopic
resection of nasal and skull base lesions. 

He is accepting patients at The Kirklin
Clinic® and can be reached at 205.975.
0174 for patient appointments. 
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Serve on the US Preventive
Services Task Force

The Agency for Healthcare Research and
Quality (AHRQ) invites nominations of indi-
viduals qualified for open positions to serve
as members of the US Preventive Services
Task Force. Nominees are sought with ex-
pertise in prevention, research methodol-
ogy, and experience in clinical primary
care. Nomination of individuals with specific
expertise in family medicine, behavioral
medicine, and obstetrics/gynecology are en-
couraged. Nominations must be submitted
by June 20. To view the Federal Register no-
tice and for additional details on submitting
nominations, go to 

http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2008/E8-
11191.htm

To access a Synopsis article, visit our Web
site at www.   uab health. org / synopsis.

INFOBAHN



POGWIZD JOINS
CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE

Professor and Director of the Division of
Cardiovascular Disease Robert C. Bourge,
MD, announces the appointment of Steven
M. Pogwizd, MD, as professor of medicine
and associate director of the cardiac rhythm
management laboratory. 

Dr. Pogwizd received his MD degree
from Washington University (WU) in St.
Louis, Missouri. He completed an intern-
ship and residency at Michael Reese Hospi-
tal in Chicago, Illinois, and research and
clinical fellowships in cardiology at Barnes
Hospital in St. Louis. 

Dr. Pogwizd served as assistant profes-
sor of medicine at WU and as attending
physician at Barnes Hospital. During a
sabbatical as visiting professor in the De-
partment of Physiology at Loyola Univer-
sity in Chicago he engaged in collabora-
tive research on cellular and molecular
mechanisms underlying development of
arrhythmias in heart failure. 

Board certified in internal medicine and
cardiology, Dr. Pogwizd joins UAB from
the University of Illinois at Chicago, where
he was professor of medicine and physiol-
ogy and interim director of research in the
Section of Cardiology. He is principal in-
vestigator for several NIH RO1 grants. His
research focuses on cellular and electro-
physiological mechanisms of arrhythmias
in heart failure and three-dimensional elec-
trocardiographic imaging. 

Dr. Pogwizd has received numerous
awards for his research and has authored
or coauthored more than 50 reports of
original investigations. He is a member of
the American College of Physicians, the
American College of Cardiology, the Car-
diac Electrophysiologic Society, the New
York Academy of Sciences, and the Amer-
ican Association for the Advancement of
Science, among others. He is a peer re-
viewer for numerous journals, including
Circulation, Cardiovascular Research, Diabetes,
and the Journal of Clinical Investigation. 

His clinical interests are general cardiol-
ogy and echocardiography. 

UAB Hospital Chief of Staff
Office
Medical Education Building 524
1816 6th Avenue S
205.934.2242

U A B S Y N O P S I S

4 • JUNE 16, 2008

Non-profit Org.

U.S. Postage

PAID

Permit No. 1256

Birmingham, AL

Printed by UAB Printing Services

UABSYNOPS I S
A PUBLICATION

Direct in quir ies to: 
Medical Publications

JNWB 410A • 1530 3RD AVE S
BIR MING HAM AL 35294-0500 

(205) 934-2283. 
Our e-mail address is jlinn@uab.edu.

Editor
Julius Linn, MD

Managing Editors
Hank Black, Mary Collins

Contributors
Theresa Bates, Emily
Delzell, Gloria  Fanning,
Peaches Scribner

Special Advisor
Durwood Bradley, MD

UAB Hospital 
Chief of Staff
Cynthia G. Brumfield, MD

Senior Associate 
Chiefs of Staff
Martin Heslin, MD
James Johnson, MD

Associate Chiefs of Staff
Peter Pappas, MD
Colleen Sanders, MD
Donna Salzman, MD
Waid Shelton, MD

The Kirklin Clinic®

Chief of Staff
Nancy Dunlap, MD, PhD

Rep re sen ta tives:

Pathology 
C. Bruce Alexander, MD

Psychiatry 
F. Cleveland Kinney, MD,
PhD

Alumni 
Alan R. Dimick, MD

Surgery 
Luis Vasconez, MD

Medicine 
Beverly C. Wilson

The Kirklin Clinic®

Dianne Melton

Chief of Staff Office
Teresa D. Abernathy

Resident 
Scott Rottinghaus, MD

Huntsville 
Robert M. Centor, MD

Montgomery 
W. J. Many, Jr, MD

Selma 
Donald Overstreet, MD

Tuscaloosa 
Leslie Zganjar

Founding Editor: Richard McElvein, MD
Founding Managing Editor: Irene Dortch

DR. STEVEN POGWIZD


